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DESCRIPTION 

This nomination documents the primary structure (the Washington National Airport Terminal) and one early 
secondary structure (the South Hangar Line) of a large airport complex. These buildings, although constructed at 
slightly different times (the Terminal was completed in 1941 and the last hangar to be constructed was completed 
in 1948), were designed by the same federal agency and served related purposes. These buildings were part of a 
planned grouping of buildings set in a purposely designed, landscaped setting. , 

The Terminal and the South Hangar Line are located in the central and southern sections of the complex (see 
sketch map). Although originally adjacent to one another, the original hangar building (Hangar No. 1) which 
was the closest of the hangars to the Terminal, was demolished in 1990 to permit construction of the Taxi 
Parking Structure. Today, therefore, the two buildings are separated from one another by this nonantributing 
building of recent date. 

Due to the loss of much of the original landscaping, the demolition of certain early buildings, and the 
construction of many newer buildings, the entire National Airport site does not qualify for listing on the National 
Register. Only the Main Terminal and South Hangar Line are being nominated in this form as a "building" 
However, other individual structures or sites, in addition to the two buildings being nominated here. have been 
determined eligible for the National Register, according to the Virginia Division of Historic Resources. These 
resources, include: the Jet Engine Test Cell, the Abingdon Research Station (a transportation laboratory which 
pre-dates the Terminal), and the Abingdon Archeological Site. In addition to these buildings and those included 
in this nomination the National Airport complex today includes: another grouping of hangars (a portion of the 
florth Hangar line), a Metrorail station, new parking garages, and various other service buildings. These 
structures do not qualify for listing on the National Register. 

The description section of this nomination is organized in the following fashion: 

I. Description of the Airport and its Setting 
11. Description of the 1941 Terminal 
111. Description of the South Hangar Line 
IV. Description of the Non-Contributing Taxi Parking Structure 
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L DESCRIPTION OF THE AIRWRT AND ITS SEITING 

Washington National Airport is an 850-acre parcel along the Potomac River in Arlington County, Virginia. The 
airport site is bordered on the west by the George Washington Memorial Parkway, on the south and east by the 
Potomac River, and on the north by Roaches Run and a waterfowl sanctuary. The airport site was created 
primarily on filled land: the former Gravelly Point inlet of the Potomac. The site boundaries have remained 
essentially the same since the airport opened in 1941; the airport has expanded over the years primarily via more 
facilities, rather than by the purchase or filling in of substantially more land. 

s 

Today, the Terminal is located on low-lying ground roughly in the center of this site, a position selected for its 
relative shelter from winds and to provide a clear line of vision to the airfield. The site of the Terminal affords 
exceptional views from the airside to the skyline of Washington and the expanse of runways. This asset was 
central to the early twentiethcentury notion of the spectator airport and is central to the Terminal's architectural 
significance today. The Terminal was also positioned to fit the tight curve of the traftic rotary, which provides a 
driver's first impression from the approaching car heading in a counter-clockwise direction around the one-way 
traffic circle. 

The airport's setting is more chaotic today than it was in 1941. It is the centerpiece of a congested metropolitan 
transportation node containing cars, limousines, buses, taxis, structures for taxis and cars, and Metrorail. 
Originally, the Terminal was the focal point of an "air park," a travelhecreation destination landscaped with 
extensive greenery and trees for both the passenger and the spectator of the 1940s. Upon inspection, one can 
see important remnants of the original, 1940 site plan, including: the counterclockwise, bilevel road system with 
a central rotary and original flagpole; the airfield layout with its pattern of intersecting runways; terraced, arc- 
shaped parking lots. with views to the airfield west of the Terminal; hangars of the South Hangar Line (six out of 

,the seven remain); and, the Terminal itself. All were set comfortably within the broad green parklike expanse of 
the site. Many additions to the site between the 1940s and present have already been removed to pave the way 
for new construction. Such structures include a 1941 hangar (Hangar 1) and World War 11-era military 
structures (a terminal and a hangar). 

Washington National Airport is presently undergoing extensive alterations as part of the Capital Development 
Program. The New North Terminal and Related Facilities Project, which broke ground in November 1993, 
includes the construction of a new, 35-gate tenninal (the new "North Terminal"), a new Air Traffic Control 
Tower (ATW, a new "6nnectorn (linking the 1941 Terminal and the new North Terminal), and the 
rehabilitation of the 1941 Terminal. As pan of the project, certain additions to the building which do not 
contribute to its historical significance will be demolished. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park S e ~ c e  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Washington National Airport Terminal and South Hangar Line, Arlington, VA 

Section number 7 Page 3 

The Terminal's setting is also currently being altered as part of the Program. A new landscape plan for the 
immediate Terminal area will be introduced to re-create the spirit of the original setting. The new traffic circle 
will be smaller in dimension than the original circle and will have new light standards. 

IL DESCRIITION OF THE 1941 TEEMU4AL 

EXTERIOR 

The Terminal is an arc-shaped, hierarchically composed, four-story' building designed to reflect breakthraughs in 
transportation technology. The building's length is reduced in stepped intervals from the lower to upper stories. 
Originally, a centrally located, diamond-shaped control tower provided a focal point at the top of the hierarchical 
composition. Today, the control tower atop the Terminal is of 1985 vintage and slated for demolition. In 
addition, a miraaor with theodolite domes (technically, a viewing tower but used in this case as a weather station; 
see Fourth Floor description) plays a pivotal role in capping the scheme. n e  building is executed in structural 
steel and cast-in-place concrete. The latter was an inexpensive and typical wartime material. The concrete 
surfaces were cast using 8'0" x 1'0" plywood forms, leaving a horizontal banding pattern which links the building 
to the Streamlined Moderne style or design. 

The long, additive structure that stands today is more than twice its original length and expanded in width as 
well. due to projections from the original airside wall. Its original core, constructed in 1941, was a taut 
composition, 540 feet in length and 90 feet in width; it consisted of a central columnar block (of vertical 
orientation) flanked by two, short, one-story wings (of horizontal character). An extensive building campaign 
between 1948 and 1972 (see last section) led to the following additions: a) the 1948-50 South Extension, b) the 
1955 South Finger, c) the 1956 South Baggage Room, d) the 1966 airside holdrooms, e) the 1%8 American 

,Terminal, f )  the 1970 NorthwesUIWA Terminal, and g) the 1972-85 holdrooms at the north end of the building. 
Besides the building additions, exposed mechanical work also has been added to the exterior of the building. The 
resulting unsightly rooftops and large areas of screening on the upper floors will be removed during the 
subsequent rehabilitation of the Terminal. 

The primary focus of this nomination is on the 1941 portion of the building, which holds the greatest historical 
significance. Specifically, the Terminal represents a successful functional solution to the challenges of early air 
travel and, from an architectural perspective, is a blend of three distinct stylistic influences: the Art 
DecolStreamlined Moderne, the Colonial Revival, and the Stripped Classical (also known as "Government 
Modern"). The stepped massing, banded Fenestration, horizontal orientation, sidewalk canopies, innovative 
materials. and stylized ornament speak of the Art Dewmoderne movement, with combined early and late Dew, 
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influences. The building's portico-and-wing composition d r a w  upon the regional Colonial heritage of 
eighteenth-century Virginia Finally, the execution of the portico as a "stripped" expression of Classicism 
promotes the ideals of World War I Iera  government architecture. 

Landside (West) Facade 

The west front of the building, the more decidedly formal of the two primary facades (west and east), exhibits 
both an elegance of f o n  and an unmistakable sense of purpose. Cuning sidewalk canopies projecting from the 
face of the building sweep north and south, following the ivds of the building wings. These khelter slabs" were 
designed to protect the passengers at the edge of the traffic circle from inclement weather. A third canopy 
reaches directly to the north, and was planned as an "alternate" covered walk; it was likely constructed in 1947 
when the baggage room was extended. A commanding central portico announces the building's original purpose 
as a government-funded commercial operation, The portico is stripped in its execution, defined by eight, square. 
capless concrete piers set in antis. On the piers' interior faces, strips of florescent lights shine back into the 
carved portico niche. Inside the portico are polychromatic, exposed-aggregate concrete mosaics (both floor and 
soffit) designed by noted Washington architectural sculptor John J. Earley. The mosaics. cobalt blue with gold in 
the soffit. and black and white at the floor, employ Greek fret and other geometric motifs. 

In addition to the portico, other features of the facade exhibit the overwhelming presence of the government in 
planning, designing, and building the Terminal. Flanking the portico, at the second-story level, are concrete 
emblems of the federal government: the Presidential Seal (to the north) and the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration logo (to the south). In addition, "Washington National Airport" is incised in the concrete 
entablature above the portico on the west facade. 

Jn general. this facade is characterized by areas of smooth concrete broken by evenly spaced, punched and, in 
some cases, banded window openings. The west wall is solid and impermeable in construction, and is more 
classical than that of the east (see below). Most of the original windows on the facade consist of casements 
above operable hoppers. At the southern end of the second-floor wing, the steel windows are banded. Wider, 
third-story windows are configured in a four-part division -- three vertical lights above and a single hopper below. 
At the mirador level, a central glazed double door is flanked by large banded windows. 

Two polygonal glass entrance vestibules originally led from the front of the building on the traffic circle into the 
Waiting Room. These areas featured aluminum and glass doors, with reeded handles and white bronze push 
bars. The northern vestibule was removed in 1979, when United expanded its ticketing office. The date of the 
removal of the southern vestibule is unknown. Today, in place of the entrance vestibules. single sets of sliding 
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metal and glass doors are located in line with the portico columns. The outline of the original polygonal 
entrances can be seen in ghost lines within the concrete sidewalk and above in the canopy soffits. 

The major alterations to the landside wall consist of numerous additions made to both the north and south ends 
of the building; the alteration of the original, sharp-angled baggage room to the north of the portico into a 
curved, aluminum-sash ticketing lobby; and the removal of the glass entrance vestibules. More minor changes on 
this face include the sealing of some windows and the installation, in other openings, of window tinting. Some of 
the blocked windows will be restored under current plans. . 
Airside (East) Facade 

In 1941, the airside facade responded readily to its aviation mission by presenting an almost complete facade of 
glass, an opportunity for passengers and spectators to v i m  the marvel of air travel. Today, as originally, it is the 
Waiting Room steel-sash window -- 200 feet long by 30 feet high -- that essentially defines this facade. The 
curtain wall is constructed of steel sash with aluminum stops and mullion facings. As on the landside, vertical 
columns are employed to define the central section of the facade; in this case, the columns are placed on an 
exterior ledge at the first-floor level, just beyond the curtain wall. These columns are massive, round, two-stoly, 
steel structures sheathed in concrete. Both the curtain wall and the outside observation decks. which still appear 
at multiple levels along the airside face, allowed waiting passengers and visitors the opportunity to view 
uninterrupted panoramas of the airfield.' The curtain wall still provides such panoramas. Large, nautical-like, 
exterior light fmures along the east wall of the building at the observation deck level are still in place. 

At the present time, however, other portions of the east wall of the Terminal have been heavily altered by 
multiple projecting holdroom additions on the ground through second floors, and by a cocktail lounge addition at 
,the building's north end. The holdrooms and the cocktail lounge are slated for demolition during the planned 
Terminal rehabilitation. What will appear, therefore, within the next five years, is an airside facade largely 
restored to its original appearance. 

The base of the east facade was constructed of cast-in-place concrete walls interspersed regularly with wide 
openings. some of which featured doors and others of which featured a doorfindow arrangement. Unlike the 
basically fixed curtain wall, these openings were functional in nature, designed to suit the needs of offices, 

loading vestibules, and baggage rooms. Today, the ground floor of the airside wall is comprised of l%0sera 
holdrooms which project from the face of the original building and have caused the removal of these original 
hollow-metal framelsteel-sash window units of 1941. Current plans call for these holdrooms to be demolished 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) O M B  Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Washington National Airport Terminal and South Hangar Line, Arlington, V A  

Section number 7 Page 6 

and the original 1941 openings to be refitted with aluminum "storefront" units to match the appearance of those 
from 1941. 

Stretching out from the center of the building, at the first- and second-floor levels. are additional long expanses 
of glass, although today these are substantially concealed or altered. Originally, long expanses of windows were 
found along the North and South Passenger Concourses of the first floor and along the office comdor and 
Dining Room wall on the second floor. Today, the north wing's glass walls are missing due to airside holdroom 
additions; however, plans call for the banded window walls of the first and second floors at the north end to be 
reconstructed. , 

The third-story windows on the airside are located within the central block of the building and are of original, 
banded construction. Finally, as on the landside elevation, lettering in the concrete plays a design role on the 
east facade. "Washington National Airport" is inscribed above the curtain wall as a greeting to arriving 
passengers. In addition, "Elevation 16" is inscribed in the concrete directly over the ground-floor opening to the 
Baggage Makeup Room. 

North and South Faces 

With the many additions to the ends of the Terminal, the original north and south elevations of the building are 
today totally obscured. To the north, holdrooms added in the 1970s and 1980s and lower-level s e ~ ' c e  additions 
have obscured the sharp lines and smooth curves which were originally integral to the Terminal's stepped massing 
and Streamlined Moderne character. To the south, four major additions have lengthened the Terminal 
substantially and erased the original southern end wall of the building, with its comer windows and observation 
decks. 

Originally, the north and south wings of the building were of unequal, but complementary, lengths and shapes. 
The south wing was slightly shorter and terminated in a square edge. The north wing curved along a shorter arc 
but longer radius than the south, and featured a circular terminus at the second-floor level. This circular, glazed 
end provided a spectacular panorama of the airfield and monumental Washington to diners within the formal 
Dining Room. On both north and south ends of the building, the observation decks turned the corners and 
became stairs, allowing for the convenient descent of spectators back down to their parked cars. The second- 
floor northem observation deck is now concealed by a cocktail lounge addition. This addition will be demolished 
and the observation deck will be restored under current plans. (Due to security restrictions, however, public 
access can not be permitted.) 
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INTERIOR 

The interior of the Terminal was based on the concept of "channelized control," a program whereby types of uses 
were segregated to permit the most efficient operation of the airport. The ground floor was, and still is, the 
service floor, with a trucking concourse defining the space. A narrow office corridor runs along the airside, while 
large mechanical and service rooms occupy the landside. The first floor features the grand Waiting Room, 
symmetrical passenger concourses on the airside (the North Concourse is the subject of planned 
rehabilitationlalteration), a coffee shop and kitchen at the north end on the landside, and a patron service 
corridor along the landside to the south. The second f lmr features the balconyimezzanine with offices tai ts  
west. a public restaurant at the north end, a cocktail lounge off of the restaurant, and an office corridor at the 
south end. The third floor is smaller in scale than the first two, and features the offices of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Above the third floor is a small fourth floor "base building," containing the technical and radar 
rooms of the Federal Aviation Administration. Finally, on the building's roof are the mirador (or, weather 
station), and the air traffic control tower cab. 

Below are descriptions of the 1941 Terminal's spaces as inventoried in October 1993. The spaces are indicated 
first by their historic name, and second, by their current name or usage (shown in parenthesis). Other interior 
spaces from later additions to the building are considered secondary in their contribution to the building's 
architectural significance, and therefore are briefly described at the end of this section. See "description of 
additions" to follow. 

The Ground Floor 

Passeneer Loadine Vestibules/Restrmms (Various Uses. Includine Holdrooms) 

Located originally along the airside wall, the four original ground-floor loading vestibules now function a .  interior 
antechambers to airside holdrooms of the 1960s. To get to the loading vestibules, one descends from one of four 
sets of stairs from the first-floor passenger concourses (two stairs each in the North and South Passenger 
Concourses). Originally, loading vestibule exterior doors led out to the airfield. Each vestibule contained 
restrooms and a set of twin, metal telephone booths. 

Today, all but one of these vestibules is in good condition. The loading vestibule walls and the stairwells leading 
down to them were originally clad in large, rectangular, peacock-blue-green terra-cotta tiles. The floors were 
covered in terrazzo verde (a dark, green-black color floor). Today, the wall finish remains intact under various 
layers of applied coatings and the terrazzo floors are intact as well, The dark terrazzo of the stairs leading down 
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to the vestibule, however, have been replaced with a newer, white terrazzo. Other alterations to these areas 
include the addition of wheelchair ramps at some of the stairwell handrails and the removal of original restroom 
partitions due to accommodations for the handicapped. The holdrooms will be demolished and the entire airside 
ground floor including the loading vestibules will be restored under current plans. 

Truckine Concourse (Service. Storaee, and Airline Emulovee Louneesl 

The ground-floor Trucking Concourse runs the length of the original terminal in a northlsouth direction near the 
airside wall and functions as a service corridor, as it did originally. To the east of the concourse are offices 
(originally, for airline crews) and to the west are large mechanical rooms, a former Post Office mailroom and 
lobby, and the Baggage Makeup Room. The concourse was built as the senice spine of the building -- used for 
the transport of baggage and mail -- and still functions as such today. 

The Trucking Concourse is in good condition and retains its original character. Utilitarian in appearance, its 
walls are still sheathed in gold-colored, enameled "clay wall units." Concrete curbing protects the walls from 
various airport baggage and mail carts. Minor alterations include the addition of lockers along the walls, and the 
transformation of the space at its southern end into a public space. This conversion has been accommodated by 
the carpeting of the walls and the introduction of new floor and ceiling finishes. 

Baeeaee Makeuo Room 

The Baggage Makeup Room is located underneath the main Waiting Room, in roughly the center of the ground 
floor. This area is a large open space divided by structural columns. It is currently used for storage. One of the 
original spiral baggage chutes still stands in this space and is being preserved. 

Post Office (Concessions Storaee. Elevator Lobby, Corridor) 

Also located to the west of the Trucking Concourse, underneath the South Passenger  onc course, was a working 
Post Office. Today, the spaces are reconfigured into a variety of uses, including storage rooms, an elevator 
lobby, and an employees lounge. The original Post Office featured a public lobby (the only public space on the 
ground floor) and a work room. The lobby featured exposed aggregate concrete walls, a starred aluminum 
cornice, and Greek-fret terrazzo flooring. Fragments of these finish materials remain in an elevator lobby and 
concession Storage room. In 1941, windows along the inside wall of the ground-floor south trucking concourse 
faced into the Post Office work room, allowing spectators a view of the busy mailroom. Today, these interior 
windows no longer exist, and the trucking concourse wall is carpeted. 
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The Presidential Suite (Aimort Ooerations Office) 

The Presidential Suite now functions as the Airport Operations office and is located on the ground floor at the 
southern end of the building. Foreign dignitaries and other notables were received in this two-room suite (a 
foyer and reception room) to meet with the President. Decorative elements in this important suite included 
laminated plastic double doors with aluminum reeding, a stylized floral design inlaid in the terrazzo flooring, and 
the "textured laminated plastic" wall sheathing. Novel in the 19405, the wall sheathing was a thin lamination of 
wood embedded in the plastic and visible through a transparent, wear-resistant surface. .. 

?be Fmt Floor 

The Waitine Room 

The Waiting Room is a vast space of monumental character and understated design elegance. It features the 
major materials (concrete panels, terrazzo floors, aluminum detailing, and etched glass) and design motik (stars, 
sheaves of wheat. the eagle, etc.) that characterize the Terminal as a 1940s work of architecture. It is 
streamlined in execution, defined by a slightly curved ticket counter along its west wall, with a balcony above, and 
an entirely glazed east wall. A major focal point is the grand stair, with its aluminum newel posts, at the north of 
the room. This stair led up to the decorative, glazed entry wall of the formal Dining Room in 1941. At the 
north and south ends of the Waiting Room are niches which have served various food-related functions over 
time. 

The room has historically served as a ticketing and gathering area. Although underutilized today due to the 
,creation of several unit terminals on the airport grounds, it still retains its original function. The landside ticket 
counter still sits in its original location, although the casework is of newer vintage. The giant curtain wall 
provides unparalleled views to the activity of the airfield. Below the curtain wall is the original aluminum 
radiator sptem. which doubled in function as a makeshift seating area in the 1940s. Operable hopper windows 
near the radiators once permitted air circulation. The ceiling, originally a smooth surface of acoustical plaster 
with large domed lighting coffers, now features an acoustical-tile tinish with fewer light furtures. The flooring, 
originally a dark black-green color with inlaid brass and bronze motik, is today covered in a second layer of white 
terrazzo. 

In the center of the Waiting Room, a seating area is contained within an aluminum railing. The original seating 
area was narrower in width, and stepped down from the floor height of the ticket counter area to a lower level. 
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Today, the entire seating area has been raised to the level of the main floor. Changes undertaken in the 1970s 
to the Waiting Room floor resulted in the removal of the original decorative terrazzo work in this area. 

The original Soda Fountain space at the south end of the Waiting Room functions today as a deli. New finishes 
-- glazed tile walls, tile floors, and acoustical ceiling -- cover those of the original Soda Fountain space, which 
included exposed aggregate concrete walls, terrazzo floor, and plaster ceiling. The most unusual aspect of the 
soda fountain was a sepia photomural of the first flight at Kitty Hawk located on the south and east walls of the 
room behind the fountain. Fiber optic investigation reveals that this mural likely has been destroyed. Originally, 
the newsstand at the north end of the Waiting Room functioned as an open niche with an aluminum dwcr t  
station within. The original terrazzo floor and precast wall surfaces in these two areas are concealed underneath 
the newer finishes. 

passenger Concourses (First Floor Concourses) 

The Passenger concourses, located to either side of the Waiting Room, contain the peacock-blue-green terra- 
cotta tiles that make these and the Loading Vestibule spaces unique. They also feature terrazzo verde floors, 
slender pipe columns, and white acoustical tile ceilings. These Concourses originally were entered via louvered 
glass doors separating the Waiting Room from the Concourses. In 1941, a few couches positioned in these wings 
allowed spectators and passengers to view the airfield before descending the stairs to catch a flight. Originally, 
the concourses were narrow corridors with tiled western walls and steel-sash windows along their eastern length. 
The South Passenger Concourse today retains this original configuration. The North Passenger Concourse, 
expanded in the 1970s to accommodate holdrooms and a baggage claim area, will have its east window wall 
restored under current rehabilitation plans. 

South Corridor 

The South Corridor, located at the south end of the Waiting Room directly west of the South Passenger 
Concourse, is a public amenities corridor finished in grayhuff exposed aggregate concrete panels, acoustical tile 
ceiling, and terrazzo verde flooring. It originally featured dressing rooms, toilets, and a barbershop. It also held 
offices and a press room. Beyond the initial corridor area, the space widens, an alteration which took place in 
1948-50 to create a new lobby for the South Extension. 
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Telephone Alcove (Teleohone Alcove) 

The Telephone Alcove is located in the area just southwest of the Waiting Room, near one of the major 
entrances to the Terminal. It still functions in its original capacity, although original finishes -- except the 
terrazzo floor -- have been removed. In 1941, a central operator connected callers, who would then take their 
calls in the booths which lined the east and west walls. The original wall covering, "laminated resinous material," 
no longer exists. 

Coffee Shoo (Vie de France) 

The Vie de France coffee shop, located at the northern end of the Waiting Room, contains recent finishes. It is 
located at the site of the original Coffee Shop. In 1975 and 1990, the coffee shop underwent renovations. Some 
or all of the original, 1941 black terrazzo floor still exists underneath multiple carpet and tile layers. The 1941 
Coffee Shop was innovative for its cloverleaf stainlw-steel and Formica self-supporting countertop, designed by 
the airport's interior designer, Ethel Pilson Warren. 

Baeeaee Room (United Ticketing) 

The United Airlines ticketing area, at the north end of the Waiting Room directly adjacent to the northern 
entrance, includes a portion of the original building plus several additions. It is finished in contemporary 
materials -- aluminum ceiling panels, gypsum wall board, carpet. Part of this area originally functioned as the 
only baggage room for the airport. An elevator, removed in 1965, carried the baggage up to the first floor from 
the baggage sorting room below. Two sets of paired metal doors led out from the baggage room to the sidewalk 

, 
Restrooms 

In general, the restrooms in the Terminal have been largely stripped of their original finishes due to 
improvements in handicapped accessibility. Some historic wall and floor tiles remain (primarily on the ground 
floor), but the marble toilet partitions used originally have been removed in most places. Most first-floor 
restrooms contain contemporary tile finishes. 
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Second Floor 

The Mezzanine (Balconv) 

The Mezzanine is a glass-railed balcony structure supported by concrete-clad piers along the Waiting Room's 
west wall. Decorative metal doors lead to offices behind the Mezzanine. The Mezzanine today contains some of 
its original building material: the aluminum coffered-dome light fxtures in the ceiling, the exposed aggregate 
concrete wail panels, and the aluminum balcony railing. It has lost, however, its decorative etched-glass panels in 
the balcony rail, which showcased the Civil Aeronautics Administration logo and the American eagle in 1941. 
Red-leather and stainless-steel chairs were originally located close to the balcony railing so that bystanders could 
observe both the activity of the Waiting Room and the marvel of flight on the airfield. 

Airoort Dinine Room 

Only recently sealed off, the second-floor restaurant space has been a public restaurant for most of its 50-year 
life. It is a long, narrow room with a circular terminus and a kitchen area along the west wall. Today, the 
Dining Room features contemporary finishes (heavy, orange tile floors, glazed brick walls. and acoustical tile 
ceilings) that conceal most of the historic fabric. In addition, the original glass entry screen to the Dining Room 
(its south wall) was dismantled at an unknown date and replaced, until recently, with a 1970s wooden lattice 
screen. The drywall partition which is currently in use is temporary. 

In 1941. Dining Room was a popular destination for Washingtonians in search of fine dining. The Dining Room 
was originally approached via the grand stairway at the north end of the Waiting Room. An aluminum 
chandelier with three long fluorescent tubes hung at the stair landing. At the second landing was a glass screen 

,wall, containing metal and glass doors with a stylized aluminum lintel featuring wings and bundled wheat, which 
led to the Dining Room proper. The entire eastern wall of the room was windowed (above a concrete block 
base), and contained glass doors which led out to an open-air dining terrace. This curved east wall of the Dining 
Room will be reconstructed under current plans. 

The original room was a masterpiece of coordinated design; from the wallpaper to the flooring, to the cutlery 
and china. The terrazzo floor was designed of columbine-blue marble with inlaid star motifs. (A portion of this 
original floor has been exposed and cleaned.) The walls were sheathed in cloth-backed rift-sawn oak veneer. 
Doors. the cornice, and decorative trim were fashioned in aluminum. A decorative plaster disc and light fwure 
accented the ceiling (a remnant of which remains today underneath the acoustical-tile dropped ceiling). 
Decorative bulb lighting followed the perimeter of the room. The original Dining Room interior decoration was 
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the work of Ethel Pilson Warren. And, although more lavish than most other spaces in the Terminal, it was 
consistent with her design philosophy -- that furniture should selve only to complement architecture. 

Corridor and Ofices (South Corridor) 

The second-floor corridor remains much as it was in 1941: straightforward rooms lining a double-loaded corridor. 
Today, the configuration of the office interiors has changed to accommodate ofice suites. The concourse also 
features an elevator, which no longer retains its original cab. The spaces originally held the stewardess lounge, 
the airline telephone equipment room, the airline supply room, and the telephone switchboard office. Th: most 
decorative feature of the original South Corridor was the Admiral's Club, designed by Ethel Pilson Warren. 
Unfortunately, none of this suite remains. 

Third Floor (FAA Offices and Radar Rooms) 

The third floor consists of Federal Aviation Administration offices, TRACON (regional radar), and airport- 
employee break and training rooms. The heavy metal central stairway leading from the stairwell just west of the 
Mezzanine to the third floor is not original. The FAA offices are greatly changed from their original appearance 
and likely do not contain significant interior architectural fabric. None of the other rooms has significant 
architectural detail. TO either side of the main block are symmetrical, semi-circular spaces accessed from the east 
side of the second floor. 

Fourth Floor (Mirador and Base Building) and Air TraEic Control Tower 

The irregularly shaped fourth floor incorporates the base of the 1985 control tower, the mirador, and a 
,passageway between the two spaces. Originally, the mirador and a smaller tower base were distinct, unjoined 
structures. Later. between 1949 and 1985, a linking element between the base of a second, 1949 tower and the 
mirador was constructed. Current plans call for this connection to be demolished, along with the entire 1985 
tower and base building. The east wall of the mirador will also be restored. 

The mirador, the area along the west portion of the roof incorporating the two theodolite domes, holds the 
meteorological station. The weather station is a significant feature of the Terminal both from an architectural 
and historical sense. The weather station has consistently operated from this site since the opening of the 
airport. Original interior finishes in the station include the glazed ceramic wall tiles. 
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The base building of the A T m  (1985) now houses FAA-related offices and equipment rooms. It does not hold 
any interior architectural significance. 

The Air Traffic Control Tower also dates to 1985. Neither the subfloor, nor the cab itself contains significant 
historical interior building fabric. 

The current Control tower and base building were constructed to FAA standards in 1985, at that time replacing 
a 1949 replacement for the original control tower. Today's control tower sits on the site of the 1941 cab, but is 
othenvise quite different from the original. It is a different shape than the original; it has a trapezoidal g l p d  
cab, whereas the original cab had double-angled glass, the upper portion of which was shorter than the lower 
portion. The new tower's elevation is also higher than the original cab -- 104.75 feet at the top of the 1985 
parapet as compared to 91.45 feet at the top of the original cab. In addition, the circular base of the new tower 
projects slightly over the eastern edge of the building, whereas the original tower's base was flush with the east 
plane of the third-floor wall. The current tower rests upon a substantial base building (a new fourth floor on the 
east side of the building), whereas the original tower cab rested upon a smaller two-room base, the eastern part 
of which served as a podium to the cab. The base for the original tower cab was an electric equipment room 
with a machine room to its west. In sum, today's tower is larger, taller, and of different profile and materials 
than the original control tower base and cab. 

DESCRIPTION O F  ADDITIONS 

Described below are major additions to the Terminal, They are noted in roughly chronological order; the 
exception being that multiple additions to a single location are grouped together. Certain of the additions 
contribute to the architectural and historical significance of the Terminal as a whole. Other additions do not 
(nanifest the high design standards of the airport's early years. 

The major additions to the 1941 Terminal are clustered on the ends of the Terminal and along the airside wall. 
They include the 1948-50 South Extension, the 1955 South Finger, the 1956 South Baggage Room, the 1966 
airside holdrooms. the 1%8 American Terminal, the 1970 NorthwestlIWA Terminal, and the 1972-85 holdrooms 
at the northern end of the building. In addition, bridges have been constructed with each of these major 
terminal additions in order to provide direct access to the sidewalk over Thomas Avenue. From north to south 
(not including the original entrance vestibules), the bridges date to 1984, 1948 (in the location of the former 
observation deck steps), 1956, 1968, and 1970. The earlier bridges no longer retain original materials, such as 
aluminum frames and doors. As described below, the primary results of these large-scale construction projects in 
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combination with more minor additions include the fact that the building has been significantly lengthened and 
important views of the building's east and west facades no longer retain their clean streamlined appearance. 

1948-50 South Extension 

To the immediate south of the original 540-foot-long Terminal a linear concourse was added. This 1948 
extension to the south end of the building employed the same basic architectural vocabulary as the original 
Terminal. For this reason it contributes to the building's architectural significance. Called the "South Extension" 
when it was added to the southern end of the Tenninal between 1948 and 1950, the large addition was designed 
by the Public Buildings Administration to match the original Terminal. The South Extension expanded t6e gate, 
airline office, and senice capacity of the Airport. The project also included the renovation of the first floor of 
the south end of the original Terminal. The fenestration of the addition is steel-sash, ribbon windows; it has a 
flat rooE form. 

The interior of the South Extension is also closely allied with the 1941 Terminal. Terrazzo flooring and metal 
trim provide the simple experiential link between the original building and its first addition and makes the 
transition between the two areas fairly seamless. The floor plan is still extant and is a simple, slightly curved but 
linear space. It features a double-loaded corridor with stores or offices/clubs to either side. The fmt floor of the 
South Extension served as a bank and post office lobby and concessions area when it was Eirst constructed. In 
the extension, the concourse was identified by the word "CONCOURSEw designed in individually cut, cast- 
aluminum letters welded to a continuous, lit ceiling cove. The primary modifications to the 1948 addition have 
been concessions-related renovations. In 1986, new neon signage and glass-block accents were added to the 
main concessions area. The renovation retained the original undulating wall planes of storefronts and the 
corridor ceiling cove, but dramatically changed the character OF the once-modest space. The second-floor office 

,corridor remains in good condition. It consists of a linoleum-floored space with plaster walls. The office 
numbering signs may be original. Office spaces are plaster and unadorned. Today the bank has moved up to the 
second floor. 

1955 South Fmger 

The 1955 South Finger was originally a one-story, concrete block, enclosed covered walkway without holdrooms. 
It projected from the 1948-50 South Extension outwards in a southeasterly direction. It featured regularly spaced 
rectangular. single-pane windows along its northeast and southwest faces. The South Finger ground-floor base of 
today includes remnants of 1955 walls (now interior), 1% and 1%7 construction on the northeast and in the 
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corner near the 1948-50 South Extension (USAir's baggage claim), and American Airline's 1968 construction on 
the southwest. 

1956 Baggage R m m  

Located on the south end of the Terminal, the 1956 Baggage room was added to the south of, and partially on 
top of, the 1948 addition. Like the 1948 addition, it too used the same architectural vocabulary as the original 
1941 Terminal and as such it contributes to the building's historical significance. 

The Baggage Room is an open, unadorned space featuring baggage carousels, independently stationed ticget 
counters. and rental-car-agency stations. It has plaster walls and a terrazzo floor and base, both of which are its 
original materials. 

The 50' x 70' Baggage Room was constructed of relatively inexpensive materials (concrete masonry units with a 
plastered finish), but was in keeping with the character of the original Terminal. Like the 1948 extension, the 
Baggage Room has steel-sash, ribbon windows and a flat roof form. It was built to alleviate the long waiting 
lines at National's only baggage room, located north of the Waiting Room. The new baggage room was designed 
to service nine gates, and to bring baggage up to the street level through escalators. 

1968 American Airlines Jet Passenger Facility 

The 1968 American Airlines Jet Passenger Facility was constructed as an interim "unit" terminal. While its lobby 
was new construction, its concourse was designed as a second-floor, addition to the existing 1955 South Finger 
(see above). Its exterior wall surfaces are concrete panels w e r  structural steel. One exception to this use of 
material is the base of the concourse (or, original South Finger), which is concrete block. The terminal's lobby 

'roof is a steel truss-supported V-shaped form, with clerestoly windows. The concourse roofline varies in 
elevation. but retains its flat Form. The American Airlines Jet Passenger Faciilty as an entity lacks visual 
coherence on the exterior. 

1970 NorthwesVIWA Terminal 

The 1970 NorthwestllWA Terminal was also constructed as an interim terminal. It is executed in two different 
materials: concrete panels for the terminal and concourse portions of the facility, and a dark graycolored 
reinforced concrete for the "satellite" or circular holdroom element at the Terminal's end.3 The lobby roof of 
this terminal is a near-flat, steel-truss supported structure. The roof over the concourse is flat and that over the 
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satellite. slightly arced. The overall terminal image is that of a long unfenestrated concourse (with some reliet) 
and a generously glazed satellite. It is closely allied in spirit to the 1968 terminal in use of materials, having been 
designed by the same architect. The view from the satellite to the South Hangar Line is quite striking, and the 
pierisatellite configuration of this Terminal is one of National's most notable features. 

ARCHITECIVRAL INTEGRITY 

The Terminal retains sufficient aspects of its original location, setting, design, workmanship, materials, feeling, 
and association to meet National Register standards for integrity. The building still conveys a powerful statement 
of government purpose and regional architectural heritage. On the exterior of the building, the structure'ic 
hierarchical composition, a keystone of the design, is largely intact today, as is the curved form and sweeping 
portico of the west facade and the large glass curtain wall of the east facade. The integrity of the interior is also 
strong, with much of the original building material, floor plan, and decorative features extant. 

There have been alterations to the building over time. Most significantly, to the south, four major additions to 
the original southern end wall of the Main Terminal have lengthened the Terminal substantially. The additions 
closest to the original terminal perpetuate its Streamlined Moderne character, while the more southerly additions 
retain the curved plane of the west facade but are more contemporary in character. Past changes to the land 
(west) side of the building include the removal of the polygonal, glass entrance vestibules and the alteration of 
the original baggage room to the north of the portico into a curved, aluminum-sash ticketing lobby. In the 
future, the 1985 control tower pinnacle also will be r e m ~ v e d . ~  In the interior, as might be expected, functional 
changes throughout the years have resulted in proportionate changes to circulation and space use, sometimes 
encroaching upon and/or altering original character. These changes,have not affected many primary interior 
spaces such as the main Waiting Room and mezzanine, which continue to convey the impression of a grand era 
?f aviation. 

Overall, changes to the original Terminal building do not significantly impair the building's integrity. In addition, 
several of the alterations that currently adversely affect the building's integrity, including multiple holdrmm 
additions on the ground, first, and second floors, and the rooftop additions related to the 1985 tower, are slated 
for removal within the next five years. During this same period, the rounded glass northern end of the 1941 
Terminal, now o ~ s c u r e d  will be restored and the 1941 interior will be cleaned and repaired. These changes are 
part of the New Terminal and Related Facilities Project, which will also result in the construction of a new 
North Terminal and the construction of a "Connector," to join the new North Terminal to the 1941 Terminal. 
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III. D E S m O N  O F  THE SOUTH HANGAR LINE 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The South Hangar Line originally consisted of seven hangars: two arched hangars positioned to the north 
(Hangar No. 1) and south (Hangar No. 7) of a group of five flat-roofed hangars. As discussed previously, 
Hangar 1, the first of the seven airport hangars to be constructed, was demolished in 1990 to permit construction 
of the Taxi Parking Structure. 

Today, the South Hangar Line consists of a series of six hangars that are connected by mechanical shops and 
together form one large rectangular structure. With the loss of Hangar No. 1, the assemblage of hangars is 
asymmetrical; the single, arched form of Hangar No. 7 contrasts with the other flat-roofed structures. 
Constructed of structural concrete, the South Hangar Line's expanses oE steel-sash windows and concrete lend an 
industrial feel to the building. 

Landside (Northwest Facade) 

On the long, horizontal, landside Facade of the building, strips of ribbon windows alternating with areas of 
concrete or stucco dominate the design. A projecting 30-foot-wide, two-stoly shoploffice section which stretches 
the length of the facade, steps out from the body of the building and provides a unifying element to the facade. 

The lower shop section of the building is embellished chiefly by the strip windows and the entrances to the 
hangars. Entrances are centered on each hangar and they provide some of the few purely decorative elements to 
this face of the building. Entrances project from the wall surface and consist of three glass doors recessed into, 
and framed by, wide concrete piers and a slightly curved projecting concrete canopy. The original glass doors 
(many of which are extant) feature aluminum fluted handles. The interior sides of the concrete piers are also 
Eluted. Taken together, these elements lend a Streamlined-Deco feel to the entrances. Access is also provided 
by multiple metal overhead doors and typical pedestrian doors located between the entrances. 

The Fenestration on this two-story section of the building consists of two strips of multipaned steel sash. The 
lower, wider strip of windows, consisting of five rectangular panes aligned in rows, is interrupted by the overhead 
doors and the main entrances. Slightly above it, and separated from it by an area of concrete, the second line of 
windows is slightly narrower than the lower strip. It runs continuously along the facade of the South Hangar 
Line. 
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The taller portion of the facade, the hangars themselves, also are embellished mainly by metal frame windows. 
Here. in Hangars NO. 2-6, a wide strip of fued steel sash is separated from the lower section of the building by a 
wide area of stucco. The strip of windows runs the length of each hangar and is interrupted by areas of smooth 
concrete. 

At Hangar No. 7, the arched hangar, the two lower strips of windows continue as a line of punched window 
openings. The third, higher, line of windows ends at Hangar No. 7, where the glazed, arched window wall (five 
rows of translucent ribbed glass metal sash awning windows) occurs at the same height as the line of windows. 
An exposed arched steel beam is the uppermost element of the facade. 

The facade of the South Hangar Line is slightly hierarchial, as the central hangar, Hangar No. 4, is taller and 
wider than the other hangars arranged symmetrically around it. Floodlights set into the canopy soffit originally 
illuminated the entryways. 

Airside (Southeast Facade) 

The airside of the building is dominated by the large metal and steel-sash hangar doors that occupy most of the 
facade. Between the hangars, shop areas are expressed on the facade as smaller areas of concrete pierced by a 
single window at the second-floor level and a single door at the first-floor level. 

The hangar doors consist of eight (ten in Hangar No. 4) sections, 22 feet wide by 30 feet high, which slide to 
either side when the door is open. The sections are attached with steel cable set in tracks recessed into the fued 
glass area above the panels, mounted on the leaf in front of it, and set into the concrete floor. Each section 
runs in back of the one outside it, with the result that each hangar door, when closed, forms a wide, gradually 
receding bay. The middle of each panel is occupied by r o w  of grouped, square, fvred-light, wire glass windows. 
The original glass, much of which remains, was blue, presumably to reduce heat. 

Above the movable panels are fued windows, which also are recessed towards the center of the hangar. This 
area contains additional rows of square fvred-light windows with solid metal plates above them: three rows in 
Hangar No. 4 and two rows in the other hangars. In the center of the hangar doors, hinged 10-foot-high (15- 
foot in Hangar NO. 4) sections above the doors provide additional entrance space to accommodate the aircraft 
tail assemblies for taller planes. A pilot door in one of the inside sections provides pedestrian access to the 
hangars. Recessed spotlights are set into the soffits above the doors. When fully open, the sliding leaves of the 
doors are stored in recessed pockets in the walls of the adjacent shop spaces (it is for this reason that their 
elevations are largely unfenestrated). 
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Like the landside facade, the airside facade is hierarchial, in that Hangar No. 4, located in the center of the 
Hangar Nos. 2-6 grouping, is both taller and wider than the hangars on either side. 

South Facade 

This facade of the South Hangar Line consists of the two-story shop structure in the foreground and the side 
elevation of Hangar No. 7 in the background. The two-story shop section has 24 punched openings at the first 
floor level and 8 larger openings at the second floor. Fenestration is multipaned metal fixtures. Long strips of 
skylights can be seen in the side elevation of Hangar No. 7. 

North Facade 

This facade of the building is now attached to the Taxi Parking Structure. Above the parking structure, the top 
portion of the sid: elevation of Hangar No. 2 is visible, including a line of strip windows nearly identical to those 
used on the top strip of windows on the landside facade. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The interior of the South Hangar Line is composed of three types of spaces: the six hangars, the three-story 
shop sections sandwiched between the hangars, and the two-story shop areas that run the length of the landside 
of the building. The spaces have been significantly altered over time. 

Hangars 

The hangars themselves are vast open spaces (283 feet by 213 feet) unbroken by vertical supports. Most, 
however. have been modified somewhat by the construction of one- and two-story flat-roofed structures against 
the side and back walls. 

One of the primary features of the hangars' interiors are the structural members. The steel arches in Hangar 
No. 7 and the long-span steel Warren trusses in Hangars No. 2-6 are exposed on the interior and are connected 
with a variety of crossbeams, intermediate ribs (in Hangar 7), and wind bracing. The rwf  frame system consists 
of arched steel box beams in Hangar No. 7 and of long-span steel trusses in Hangars No. 2-6. Crossbeams 
support the fuced upper portions of the hangar doors and the movable hinged tail gate sections, which open 
inward on curved metal tracks. A crane originally ran on tracks located within the truss system and could be 
used to lift freight to the second- and third-floor levels in the intermediate shops. Space heaters were also 
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mounted on the trusses near the hangar doors; most of these have been removed, and the others are no longer 
operational. Catwalks also seem to have been originally located within the roof structure. Openings on the 
north. west, and south walls of the hangars vary, reflecting the variety of uses in the different hangars. 

Intermediate Shop Areas 

The structure of the intermediate shops located between the hangars consists of a cage of reinforced concrete 
beams and piers, with steel trusses supporting the roof at the third-floor level. On the first floor, large concrete 
piers span the 52-foot width of the shops. The upper floors of the shop are supported by smaller piers, and 
concrete trusses on the second level provide additional support for the steel trussed spanning the hangars. The 
walls between the wncrete frame are infilled with hollow terra-cotta tiles, brick and, more recently, concrete 
block. The shop sections are utilitarian spaces which feature exposed pipes and machinery. 

Landside Shop/Office Areas 

The landside shop sections are entered through vestibules which contain most of the few decorative elements 
and materials used in the hangars. Inside, the intact vestibules employ green and black terrazzo flooring, tile wall 
units (in this case of a beige color), and stylized aluminum ventilation grilles similar to those used in the 
Terminal. Immediately inside the vestibule is a metal staircase with elements of Art Deco styling, consisting of a 
series of metal rods running parallel to the banister. 

The landside shop area is also formed of concrete piers and concrete-framed roofs with partition walls of brick or 
hollow tile. The wall separating the shop section from the hangars proper is constructed of poured wncrete. 
This shop section is divided into a number of different shop and office areas. A long, narrow corridor runs along 
the east wall of the second floor with offices located to the west. Steel-sash window pierce the east wall of the 
corridor and provide a view of the hangar floor below. At either end of the comdor are doors which lead into 
the second floor corridors of the other hangar buildings. Here too, in general, the shop sections are utilitarian 
spaces with exposed overhead pipes, florescent lighting, and no decorative elements. 

INTEGRITY 

The South Hangar Line retains sufficient aspects of its original location, setting, design, workmanship, materials, 
feeling, and association to meet National Register standards for integrity. 
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Although altered, the South Hangar Line's character-defining features -- including its long, low appearance, its 
streamlined Deco details, and its important technical innovations including its hangar doors -- are intact. The 
most significant alteration to the Hangar Line has been the demolition of Hangar 1 and the construction of the 
Taxi Parking Structure on its site. This has changed what was once a symmetrical composition into an 
asymmetrical design. (It also introduced a noncontributing element into a site which was once a cohesive 
grouping of 1940s-era buildings.) Despite this, H. ;gars No. 2-6 retain sufficient integrity to qualify for the 
National Register. 

IV. DESCRIPTION OF THE TAXI P-G STRUClWE 

The Taxi Parking Structure is located between the Terminal and the South Hangar Line. Completed in 1992, 
the Taxi Parking Structure was designed to provide a waiting area for taxi cabs. Taxis waiting to  pick up 
passengers at the Terminal park in rows and a system of stoplights on the wall of the parking structure controls 
traffic flow to the Terminal. A concrete structure with two levels for parking, the Taxi Parking Structure has an 
identifiable parking structure character. The front (west) facade of the structure is characterized by three bands 
of concrete: the two lower bands are located at the first and second parking level, the third and uppermost band 
is ornamental. In the open-air area between the bands the concrete piers which support the structure are visible. 
Because of its late date and its lack of an architectural or historical link to the Terminal and South Hangar Line 
it is considered to be a noncontributing structure to the property included in this nomination. 






















































































